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ABSTRACT 

A new specie* of Rtidia by name R. singampattiana collected at K aka chi, in Sinrampatti reserve 
forest, Tirnnelveli district, Madras State has been described. 


Reidia singampattiana Sebastine et Henry, sp. nov. 

Pertinet ad Euphorbiaceas Phyllanthoideas. affinisque 
est R. polyphyllae Wt., a qua tamen differt foliis crassi- 
oribus marginibus revolutis, pedicellis masculis et 
foemineis brevioribus, calycis lobis altius irregulariter 
dentatis. 

Suffrutex 0.5-4.5 m. altus; caulis et rami lignosi, 
stricti. teretes, cicatricibus distincti, ad apicem omati 
ramulis plurimis patentibus, gracilibus. obscure pubes- 
centibus. Folia simplicia, altema. 3.5-10 mm. longa, 
1.25-3.5 mm. lata, ad apicem acuta, leviter falcata. crasse 
coriacea, glabra supra, minute papillosa infra, margini¬ 
bus revolutis, nervis indistinctis; petiolis minutis 
± 1 mm. longis; stipulis integris, minutis, ovato- 
lanceolatis. Flores monoici, axillares. Flores masculi 
singuli—quatemi fasciculati in inferiore parte ramulo- 
rum; pedicelli 1-4 mm. longi, surgentes e fasciculo 
bractearum minutarum et imbricatarum ; calycis lobi 4, 
bini et bini in duplici serie alterna, ovati, nonnullis 
punctis pellucidis omati, alte et irregulariter dentati; 
discus constans glandulis 4 alternantibus cum calycis 
lobis; stamina 4, filamenta in columnam unita circum 
pistillodium minutum; antherae dehiscentes horizon- 
taliter. Flores foeminei masculis maiores, solitarii ad 
fines ramulorum : pedicelli 4-9 mm. longi, latiores eva- 
dentes sursum ; calycis lobi 6. terni et temi in duplici 
serie, ovati, minus dentati quam in masculis; discus 
cyathiformis marginibus undulatis et minute crenatis. 
Ovarium glabrum, Ieve. 3-loculare, ovulis binis in singu¬ 
lis loculis, pendulis; styli 3, minuti, alte bifidi. Capsula 
globosa, glabra, 3-4 mm. diam., coccis tribus graciliter 
crustaceis constans. Semina + 2.5 mm. longa. ± 1.5 
mm. lata, glabra, punctis minutis lineatim ornata. 

Typus lectus a K. M. Sebastine et A. N. Henry ad 
Kakachi. in sylva Singampatti dicta, in Dist. Tirnnelveli. 
in Statu Madras die 15 octobris anni 1957 et positus in 
herbario regionis australis Bot. Surv. India ad Coim¬ 
batore sub accession is numero 23089. 

Reidia singampattiana Sebastine et Henry, sp. nov. 
(Euphorbiaceae—Phyllanthoideae); allied to R. poly- 
phylla Wight, but differs in having more thickly coria¬ 
ceous leaves with revolute margins, the shorter male and 
female pedicels and the more deeply, irregularly dentate 
calyx lobes. 





Shrubby, 0.5-4.5 m. tall; steins and branches woody, 
strict, terete, scarred, bearing many spreading, slender, 
obscurely puberulous branchlets towards the top. Leaves 
simple, alternate, 3.5-10 mm. long. 1.25-3.5 mm. wide, 
acute at apex, slightly falcate., thickly coriaceous, glab¬ 
rous above, minutely papillose beneath ; margins revo¬ 
lute ; nerves very faint; petioles minute ± 1 mm. long ; 
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_ Reidia singampattiana Sebastine et Henry 

rigrf 1. a portion of the stem showing a branchlet; Fig. 2. A node showing leaf, stipule and male flowers rising from a tuft of imbri¬ 
cate bracts; Figs. 3-4. Two views of male flower; Fig. 5. Staminal column showing 4 stamens united; Fig. 6. Female flower; 
Fig. 7. L.S. of ovary; Fig. 8. T.S. of ovary; Fig. 9. Capsule; Fig. 10. Two views of seed 
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stipules entire, minute, ovate-lanceolate. Flowers mono¬ 
ecious, axillary. Male flowers 1-4 together in clusters on 
the lower parts of the branchlets ; pedicels 1-4 mm. long, 
rising from a tuft of minute imbricate bracts; calyx 
lobes 4, in 2 rows of 2 each, alternating with each other, 
ovate with few pellucid dots, deeply, irregularly den¬ 
tate ; disc of 4 glands alternating with the calyx lobes ; 
stamens 4, filaments united into a column around a 
minute pistillode; anthers horizontally dehiscing. 
Female flowers larger than male, solitary at the ends of 
branchlets ; pedicels 4-9 mm. long, widening upwards ; 
calyx lobes 6, in 2 rows of 3 each, alternating with each 
other, ovate, less dentate than of male ; disc cup-shaped, 
rim wavy and minutely crenate ; ovary glabrous, smooth, 
3-celled, ovules 2 in each cell, pendulous; styles 3, 
minute, deeply 2-fid. Capsule globose, glabrate, 3-4 mm. 
in diameter, of 3 thinly crustaceous 2 valved cocci; 
seeds ± 2.5 mm. long, + 1.5 mm. wide, glabrate with 
lines of minute dots. (Figs. 1-10). 


The holotype of this species was collected by K. M. 
Sebastine and A. N. Henry at Kakachi, in Singampatti 
reserve forest, Tirunelveli District, Madras State on 15th 
October, 1957 and is kept in the Southern Circle Herba¬ 
rium, Botanical Survey of India, Coimbatore under 
accession number 23089. 
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